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The preparatory seminar will take place in Paris on Wednesday April the 1rst, from  10 a m to 5 p m, at the “Institut d’Aménagement et d’Urbanisme d’Ile de France“.

It will be organised in several sessions that will be focused on the different themes mentioned in the “Issues for Consideration“ paper.

In each session, experts will be invited to present their point of view. An exchange time will be let after each presentation. 

The goal of the seminar is to precise the different topics of the Rencontre/Biennale, to feed the introductive report that will be released in September 2009, and to provide ideas about possible key note speakers in Nancy  plenary sessions and workshops. 

The participants of the seminar (about 40 people in addition to key note speakers)  will be the members of the FNAU Rencontre steering Committee, the members of the European Biennale monitoring Committee (PIWP) and the members of FNAU town planning agencies (mayors and technicians) 

An English/French simultaneous translation service will be provided.
The seminar will be organised and reported with the support of Pierre GRAS, professional journalist. 

General theme and key issues

A clearer definition of "European city"

European cities are the product of a long and complex history, but while their shared past represents a powerful bond, mere continuation of current trends is no guarantee of ongoing development. Europe is home to only a few major metropolises – among them Paris, London and Berlin – being built rather on a broad network of cities and intermediate metropolitan areas. How are we to integrate this diversity into a regeneration that does not serve to flatten our cities' identities, particularities and original forms?

An evaluation of the impact of the economic and financial crisis on our cities

Nobody really anticipated the impact and extent of the current economic and financial crisis. Given that cities are, traditionally, the crucible for economic development, how can those in Europe react to today's worldwide slump? What strengths can help them overcome current difficulties? Can they do it alone? And can the "Lisbon Strategy" – based on the knowledge/innovation economy and adopted by the EU – be of help?

A crisis that's not just economic

There are other, older challenges as well: aging populations and demographic decline, which are going to necessitate increasing recourse to selective immigration; the housing crisis; energy and environmental issues; resource sharing; the need for solidarity and resident participation. How are we to deal with the dangers of social tension and fragmentation, and at the same time meet the requirements of a "sustainable" city? What policies – for planning, spatial development, transport – need to be implemented?

Same conclusions, different responses?

Whatever the conclusions, the sheer diversity of European cities and national contexts makes it far from easy to come up with simple or unequivocal responses. In the interests of moving ahead coherently with preparations for the Nancy congress and constructing a collective approach, the issues contributors will be asked to consider can be formulated as follows:

> Is there really a "European city" model? If so, how exactly does it differ from other current models – in America, Asia and the "emerging" countries, for example – and what specific assets does it offer them in the context of the current world crisis?

> What concrete effects is the fourfold challenge – economic, energy-based, social and demographic – having now (and by extension in the future) on Europe's cities, and how can we prepare to meet this challenge more effectively?
> What mechanisms or new/original methods can European cities use to set in motion this new, historic stage in their developmental dynamic?
Contributors 
Francis Beaucire, professor at University of Paris 1, specialist in transport and mobility in European cities

Nicolas Buchoud, town planner, member of PIWP and the Global Planner Network, author of La Ville Stratégique (Editions du Certu)

Indermitt S. Gill, chief economist at the Europe and Central Asia Vice-Presidency at the World Bank, main author of the Bank's 2009 World Development Report Rethinking Economic Geography.  

Jean Haëntjens, head of the Agency for Sustainable Development in St Nazaire and author of Le Pouvoir des Villes (Editions de l’Aube)

Arno Van den Hurk, director of urban development for the City of Breda, Holland

Claude Jacquier, research director at the CNRS and in charge of several EU research programmes (including URBACT) on changes to cities and urban governance

Hervé Le Bras, demographer, director of studies at France's National Institute for Demographic Research, teacher at EHESS in Paris

David Mangin, architect and town planner, professor at the School of Architecture in Versailles. Winner of the Grand Prix de l’Urbanisme Français in 2008, author of La Ville Franchisée: Formes et structures de la ville contemporaine (Editions de La Villette)

Dominique Sellier, in charge of "HEQ and Urban Regeneration" at the Ile-de-France Regional Agency for the Environment and New Energies (ARENE), coordinator of the Guide des Eco-quartiers Européens
Christian Vandermotten, professor at the Free University of Brussels, has directed a number of comparative studies on large European cities
The Day's Programme

MORNING

9:30am 
Reception - coffee
10:00am 
Welcome speech


François Dugény, director-general IAURIF

10:05am
Presentation of the day's activities and the contributors; general theme and key issues


Marcel Belliot, managing director FNAU


Jacques Charlot, director-general ADUAN 

10:20am
The European city "model":


statistics to be taken literally


Christian Vandermotten,


David Mangin and Francis Beaucire


followed by a discussion with all the participants

11:50am
Exiting the crisis: Towards a sustainable urban ecodevelopment?


I. S. Gill and Dominique Sellier

followed by a discussion with all the participants

1:00pm
Buffet lunch


AFTERNOON

2:00pm
Demography shock and social crisis: 


What societal approach?


Hervé Le Bras and Claude Jacquier


followed by a discussion with all the participants

3:15pm
What strategic vision(s) for European cities?



Nicolas Buchoud, Jean Haëntjens


and Arno Van den Hurk

followed by a discussion with all the participants

4:45pm
Group discussion, conclusions
5:00pm 
Seminar closes
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