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European Cities under Challenge
8th European Town Planners Biennial

30th National Congress of French Town Planning Agencies – Nancy

Roundup of the preliminary seminar in Paris, 1 April 2009

In his welcome address FRANÇOIS DUGÉNY, director general of the Ile-de-France Institute of Development and Town Planning (IAU) reminded those present that the Institute has been taking an interest in Europe's cities for many years and has devoted a number of publications to the subject.
 It has also invited seminar participants to the colloquium on "New Meaning for Planning: Sustainable Development and Metropolises", organised in conjunction with the OECD and the Métrex network, and scheduled for 15 May at OECD headquarters in Paris. 

MARCEL BELLIOT, managing director of the FNAU, and JACQUES CHARLOT, director general of the Greater Nancy Planning Agency – the organising body for the next national congress, on 2–4 December 2009 – restated the goals of the seminar, which were to prepare and fill out the themes to be gone into during the Nancy congress:

· Is there really a "European city" model? If so, how exactly does it differ from other current models – in America, Asia and the "emerging" countries, for example – and what specific assets does it offer them in the context of the current world crisis?

· What concrete effects is the fourfold challenge – economic, energy-based, social and demographic – having now (and by extension in the future) on Europe's cities, and how can we prepare to meet this challenge more effectively?
· What mechanisms or fresh/original methods can European cities use to set in motion this new, historic stage in their developmental dynamic?
JACQUES CHARLOT also stressed the dual aspect of this European biennial as both a venue for interchange at international level, almost fifteen years after the first biennial in Lyon in 1995, and an operational encounter in terms of urban performance: facilities, attractiveness, economic competitiveness, sustainable development, etc. He suggested that the strategic line taken by the Congress reflect current challenges: "The economic crisis repositions the city and justifies its regeneration from a sustainability standpoint." 

> DOES THE EUROPEAN CITY "MODEL" ACTUALLY EXIST?

CHRISTIAN VANDERMOTTEN, professor at the Free University in Brussels, spoke of the specific circumstances and challenges facing the European city. He reminded his listeners that the European city "model" is the product of a long history revolving around two urban types: the cities of Northern Italy – Venice, Genoa, etc. – influenced by and influencing the Eastern Mediterranean; and the cities of Northwestern Europe – Antwerp, Amsterdam, Hamburg, Stockholm – dominating the space around the Baltic Sea. "The European city," he went on, "was built on the basis of a mercantile economy and not primarily as a place for the exercising of power by a centralised authority. Here a specific kind of relationship sprang up between the city and its merchants, between the city and the world of political power. This latter was not totalitarian: in medieval Brussels, for example, the seats of power were many and included the church, the ruling nobility and business. 

"With the coming of the Renaissance, a shift towards the Atlantic coast took place, and by the beginning of the 18th century half the population of large European cities was concentrated in trading ports. This trend was confirmed by the Industrial Revolution, with no challenge to the power of these cities open to the world: the city, although it had broken with the tradition of manufacturing located at the seats of power, still reflected this rationale of movement. Nor has today's city given up the idea of dynamising its hinterland, rather than impoverishing it through exploitation."  


Despite having these features in common, Europe's big cities display marked differentiation in terms of density, periurbanisation and social disparities. Thus several "models" coexist: the cities of Northern Europe, for example, are less dense than their Mediterranean – and, since 1945 – Eastern European counterparts. In addition, several types of territorial organisation sanction social divisions: "the rich" in the centre and "the poor" on the outskirts in France, the exact opposite in the UK, and "social groupings" side by side in Holland and Germany. Cities that have not taken measures to preserve a degree of social mixity no longer possess the tools needed to work effectively in this field. Brussels, for instance, with only 8% social housing, has left itself with no means of taking action. 


For Christian Vandermotten the five major challenges for European cities are firstly competitiveness and globalisation, followed by "social splits", the uncoupling of economics from employment, metropolitan governance and, lastly, culture, heritage and environmental quality.


To put things simply, "winning" cities are metropolises well integrated into extensive networks and generating a GDP above the national average; this is true of most European capitals, the exceptions being Berlin and Vienna. This development is not without its perverse effects: the growth of the capitals of the former Eastern Bloc countries is being accompanied by an impoverishment of secondary cities. In the same way the exponential development of "globalised" cities like London, Paris and Brussels is producing pronounced disparities between centre, outskirts and poor inner-city neighbourhoods. "Losing" cities, according to Professor Vandermotten, are permanently tied to an industrial structure, whether or not it is fuelled by the new technologies; they fail to achieve the results of the metropolises integrated into the "intangible" economy and in most cases their population is shrinking. More seriously still, there exists a certain correlation between the typology of these "losing" cities and that of the disadvantaged social categories on the same territory in terms of qualifications and disposable income. 


However, two problems are common to European cities as a whole: 

· a relative disjunction between economics and employment which is the source of many problems, including social mixity shortfall, forced mobility due to the need to seek work and the tricky business of managing immigration.
· an insufficient geographical correlation between functional and political territories, which reinforces the tensions and disjunctions already referred to, thereby causing unequal distribution of rates and transport facilities, to the detriment of city centres.

The main development factors are well-known, said Professor Vandermotten, and include the existence of a vigorous mercantile service sector and highly qualified metropolitan jobs; international positioning – institutions, visitor accommodation, convention facilities, etc.; density of relationships between entrepreneurs and the local authorities; manpower quality; quality of natural and heritage resources; and the ability to mutualise transport infrastructure costs over a large territory.   

· DISCUSSION

JACQUES CHARLOT asked about the role of networks in the development of large cities. Christian Vandermotten suggested that networking was certainly not decisive in terms of competitiveness, as "the network economy does not ask cities for their opinion." On the other hand, "promotion of their assets and regulation of the social and environmental aspects of development are a necessity for city authorities, and this applies within the framework of networks of influence and cooperation." 

GÉRARD BLANC, director of the Town Planning Agency for Dunkirk and its Region wondered about how European cities can come to joint decisions about "controlling some of the flows caused by global nomadism" – illegal immigration for instance. For Christian Vandermotten the populations concerned are not in the same historical situation as the immigrants of the late 19th century or those who arrived in Europe in the 1950s and 1960s to meet manpower needs in excess of local supply: "This immigration was solicited and structured by powerful systems such the trade unions, the churches and social housing. Today integration through work is functioning less well and other means of 'social insertion' rely either on communitarianism/identitarianism or the proliferation of 'informal' or marginal jobs on the fringes of the major private and public systems of integration.    

Lastly, in reply to a question from CLAUDE RAYNAL, vice-president of Greater Toulouse and president of the Toulouse Planning Agency, on the issue of the "disjunction" between economics and employment, Christian Vandermotten said, "Of course large metropolitan regions create employment, but less than they might, given their overall level of development; and less in the city-centres than on the outskirts or in the intermediate areas where real estate is both more available and cheaper."
· COMPACT INSIDE, SPRAWLING OUTSIDE?

FRANCIS BEAUCIRE built his contribution around the current controversy in French urban research circles about urban sprawl – an issue studied in the context of the commissioning of a special Urbanism Construction Architecture Plan (PUCA). He put the controversy down to "the enduring character of a cultural model according to which a city is necessarily compact inside its walls and limitlessly sprawling outside." The walls of medieval cities were demolished, but the model lived on: in Paris, for instance, the old fortifications have been replaced by the ring road. The problem as Beaucire sees it is the tendency to consider periurbanisation as a disease: a recent Le Monde article spoke of "the pathology of urban proliferation".
 "For many researchers and specialists, the city is seen as a central, compact model, a place where different people succeed in living together in more or less shared spaces. But sprawl, other researchers say, is the mode of urban production today, and this is in contradiction with current thinking about cities and sustainable development."


Beaucire also pointed out that "In the opinion of a researcher as recognised as Thomas Sieverts,
 the compact city is devoutly to be wished for, but all attempts at achieving it concretely have so far failed." In a quick parallel between the urban areas of Nantes in France and Karlsruhe in Germany, he explained that while the sprawl problem existed in both places, the existence in the German case of major urban hubs on the periphery points up a different response: a secondary municipality in the Karlsruhe metropolitan area has 30 to 50,000 inhabitants, whereas in Nantes the figure is only a few thousand. Moreover the building permits explosion on the outskirts of French cities and even more so in rural municipalities, tends to accentuate this phenomenon. Generally speaking, Beaucire said, "A certain propensity to cut free of the city centre is emerging. What might be the solutions here? Job-creation in peripheral areas so as to reduce home-work journeys? Or, on the contrary, better-quality transport connections between centre and periphery?"


"The term 'shaping society' is also controversial," he went on. "Researchers are implacably opposed on this point, drawing on powerful cultural models. But the questions remain. Does geographical dissociation of major urban functions ipso facto entail loss of social cohesion? What might by the new spaces for the structuring of sociability in low-density contexts? Basically, in respect of certain functions the city presents the same problems as its periphery…And when it comes to value judgements, can we really go on clinging to the idea that the 40% or so of our fellow citizens leading periurban existences are wrong?" 

· DISCUSSION

Several participants had something to say here. JEAN-FRANÇOIS GUET of the Networks, Transports, Urbanism and Public Buildings Study Centre (CERTU) wondered "if the question formulated in terms of centre v. periphery is still operative in the context of regional metropolitan competition in the employment field?" The matter of social tensions within the dense city was also raised. Francis Beaucire replied by invoking urban regeneration: "Energy costs and global warming are no doubt the key to the problem. But are we capable of undertaking and financing an on-site recycling of the old-style city by emphasising urban density? This is not quite the same thing as putting up an eco-neighbourhood on former farm land."

> EXITING THE CRISIS: WHAT SOLUTIONS?

TRUMAN PACKARD, economist with the Europe/Central Asia vice-presidency at the World Bank, presented Reshaping Economic Geography,
 the Bank's 2009 report, devoted to economic development around the world.


The report takes three "exemplary" geographic zones as "models":

· Tokyo, the world's biggest metropolis, with 35 million of Japan's 120 million inhabitants. Every day eight million people use public transport in a megalopolis that generates the major part of the country's wealth. 

· The United States, whose population is said to be "the most mobile in the world", with 35 million people – some 10% of the population – moving house each year. "Mobility" is a way of life: every Thanksgiving 35 million Americans take a plane to be with their families; and 8 million change states every year.

· Western Europe is the most "trade-based" of the continents, with 35% of GDP accruing from trade – and two thirds of this taking place within the region. Flows in Western Europe have less to do with people than with goods: the Airbus is assembled in Toulouse, but the parts are made and shipped from all over Europe. So Europe is a zone of intense trade in goods, ideas and manpower.

These three regions serve as models for the newly developed countries. One striking example is Mumbai, the most densely populated city in the world: its 30,000 inhabitants per square kilometre make it twice as dense as Seoul, Shanghai or Bogotá. China is the developing country with the most mobile population: each New Year there is a massive exodus from cities like Beijing and Shanghai as people rejoin their families. Like Western Europe, South-East Asia has become the developed region with the highest trade figures: more than 25% of trade takes place within the region – and more than half if North-East Asia is included. Computers are assembled in Thailand from parts arriving from ten East Asian countries.  


If progress is to be made, it seems vital to increase density (no country has raised its GDP without urbanising), to shorten distances (growth being closely linked to the need to get closer to "pockets of density"), and to remove barriers (growth rarely coming from isolated areas). Taking these conclusions as its starting point, the World Bank drew up its 2009 report on economic development around the world on the basis of density, distance and division as observed in developed countries. This approach lays down the changes needed in "Southern" countries, and sub-Saharan Africa in particular, where urbanisation is the first step towards the creation of metropolitan areas, territorial development is a prerequisite for migration, and regional integration is vital to specialisation.  


The report looks simultaneously at local, national and international aspects. At local level "population concentration precedes economic concentration." At national level "the spatial disparities in standards of living will be accentuated in line with the concentration of economic assets in the most dynamic provinces." And internationally, "poor populations will be trapped in isolated, underdeveloped countries." 


Truman Packard closed with the main lessons to be drawn from the report: "Development cannot be homogeneous, because economic output becomes concentrated. Population mobility is desirable in that the readiness to migrate reflects a desire for advancement. Policies should be ranked, the initial element being the creation of appropriate, spatially neutral institutions, notably for controlling the functioning of real estate markets. Then come the infrastructures for ensuring mobility of goods, services and people. Lastly, prudence is advised regarding action that is too spatially specific: such action can only be effective if there is advance certainty that the institutions and infrastructures are in place."

· ECO-NEIGHBOURHOODS: AN APPROPRIATE SOLUTION? 

Raising the issue of economic development in relation to that of sustainable development, DOMINIQUE SELLIER, Economy and Sustainable Development project officer and director of the "forward planning hub" at Arene Ile-de-France, presented different studies carried out on European eco-neighbourhoods
 with a view to determining "how a sustainable city model is forged": "In eco-neighbourhoods the emphasis is on saving resources and this is directly linked to business formation and the maintaining of certain jobs." 80% of Europe's population live in cities and 70% of greenhouse gases come from urban areas. Thus cities are a part of the problem – but also of the solution, in that new modes of functioning are possible. The examples presented foreground "the use and interchange value of a neighbourhood and its projection into a long urban life-cycle…These models aim at self-sufficiency and challenge the way cities are made." 

The Stockholm urban area has opted for a change in its urban planning strategy, focused in the 1960s on employment, housing and transport and now based on a multi-centre, multifunctional development model revolving around transport points. The Hammarby Sjöstad neighbourhood, formerly a port brownfield site, has undergone conversion, notably via the highlighting of its aquatic landscape by a green belt. Comprising dense blocks of housing that are carefully structured in terms of views and road rankings, and with an efficient tram service, this neighbourhood is largely home to a young, well-off, upper middle-class population. 

The model developed here is based on the urban ecosystem, with maximum limitation of inputs, optimal recycling, and refuse management. Among the characteristics of a successful eco-neighbourhood are compactness, proximity of public transport, limitation of greenhouse gases, use of renewable energy and recycling of refuse, an urban structure making allowance for green belts, and appropriate guidance for residents. Titled "Symbiocity", this model is a platform for a concentration of networked expertise and urban planning systems, and home to over 700 eco-technology companies aiming at exporting this sustainable urban savoir-faire internationally. In 2010 Stockholm will be the first holder of the title of European Green Capital.

Dominique Sellier also provided a briefer presentation of the cases of Malmö and Copenhagen, which invite similar analysis: "These three examples illustrate urban trajectories that stress the notion of urban metabolism and raise the issue of the distribution of business activity and housing over the territory, with optimisation of the flows involved." The experiments being carried out there in terms of governance and public-private partnerships are tied to resident participation and co-construction of projects. At this level development following a sustainability trajectory appears feasible.

· DISCUSSION

In response to a question from MARCEL BELLIOT regarding the "efficiency of the European city", Truman Packard remarked that "the connection between density and efficiency has not been established. European cities' economic results remain very variable, with many internal disparities. But then again, the priorities are not the same everywhere, either. VIRNA BUSSADORI, president of the European Council of Spatial Planners, asked Packard about the notion of physical and economic distance in Europe. Seeing it as judicious to connect regions differently so as to make them competitive in a globalised world, she asked, "Should not distance be thought of in terms of accessibility rather than proximity?" Packard confirmed the formal distinction between geographical and economic distance: "Economic distance answers the question, 'How much should I spend to get from where I live to where I work?' This economic distance is more important than physical distance. In Europe, the distance-time needed for getting to work is a priority notion in relation to one's distance from services and infrastructures."

> DEMOGRAPHIC SHOCK AND SOCIAL CRISIS

HERVÉ LE BRAS, demographer, director of studies at France's National Institute for Demographic Research, and a teacher at EHESS in Paris, looked ahead to change in cities in the light of population ageing in Western Europe and its possible consequences: population shrinkage and the immigration policies needed to remedy the situation. Among the 475 cities in the world with a population of over a million, those with the highest demographic growth rates are in Africa and the Near East, while growth in European cities is virtually nil. In addition, those with the highest growth rates are capitals in developing regions, while those with low demographic growth are also capitals, but in Europe. "To enable European cities to improve their ranking in terms of influence on the world scene," Hervé Le Bras commented, "we need to replace the demographic index with the GUP (Gross Urban Product"


The aged currently represent an increasing proportion of city populations – a situation likely to intensify in the next few years, especially in France, where population ageing can be observed in the outer reaches of départements and urban areas, but also in the centres of big cities. Generally speaking the life cycle in France and the developed countries is changing, with young retirees moving away from metropolitan areas and then returning at around age 80, mainly for reasons to do with income and proximity of services. "In the future," said Le Bras, "cities will be basically inhabited by young and old or very old people." In European terms the population is set to decline in the years to come, but initially fairly slowly. "To maintain Europe's population until 2050," according to Le Bras, "44 million immigrants will be needed. In other words 2 million per year, which is more or less the present level. But maintaining Europe's working population will require no fewer than 93 million immigrants! And to ensure retirement pensions for these immigrants, the number of immigrants needed by 2100 will be 3 billion." At the same time he stressed the absurdity of these kinds of projections, reminding his listeners that there exists an unused labour force within Europe itself, one made up mainly of women, whose level of employment should gradually approach that of men.    
· THE CRISIS: INSTITUTIONS ARE HIT TOO…

CLAUDE JACQUIER, research director at the CNRS, went on to analyse the possible effects of the economic crisis on social cohesion, drawing on studies carried out since the 1980s on sensitive and rundown neighbourhoods (also described as "urban recycling neighbourhoods"). "Neighbourhoods," he said, "represent places, people and institutions." Neighbourhoods become rundown and are stigmatised as the root of all evil; the people there are seen as residentially unstable; and the housing estates, once places for upward mobility, have been deserted by their integrated populations, who have been replaced by populations driven out of other neighbourhoods." 


In a broader sense, "the main source of cities' maladies is their institutions." These institutions are not appropriate to the territories concerned, for they try to keep up population levels via "cosmetic rehabilitation" or "inner-city gentrification" which drives out disadvantaged groups. However, Jacquier pointed out, "After starting in France in the 1960s, this process is only just beginning now in some European countries." So social boundaries have moved: they now cross cities, reinforcing urban fragmentation. "With globalisation, are not the new cross-city boundaries creating new enemy territories?" The speaker stressed the rise of xenophobia accompanying this phenomenon and the probable – or at the very least possible – acceleration of this trend should the economic crisis worsen.


Cities might be rich in GDP terms, but they are less so in terms of per capita disposable income. In London, for example, where personal GDP is 2.5 times the national average, per capita disposable income is only 1.2 times the national level. The disposable income of Brussels residents is equivalent to that of the Italians. The explanation lies in the fact that in London – as in Paris – redistribution of income takes place from the centre outwards, towards the surrounding territories as a whole. In Brussels, because of the distance between home and workplace, the income gained is displaced towards (and used on) the periphery.


Claude Jacquier concluded by mentioning the role of cities in "bearable development". The problem today is the interrelationship between the three levels: economics and environment, society and economics, society and the environment. "Behind these relationships tensions and constraints can be descried. And development demands that these tensions and contradictions be dealt with." At the economic and social level the current watchwords are competitiveness, productivity and creation of wealth – which are also sources of unemployment. Policies conducive to social cohesion are needed, and this calls for harmonisation of contributions and taxes. The cities have a fundamental part to play in achieving a balance between policies of competitiveness and policies of social cohesion. Policies which, like those of Margaret Thatcher's Britain, encourage "wealth trickle-down", must be accompanied by others bearing on competitiveness and social cohesion and facilitating regulation. In Europe, however, cities and urban regions have not been taken sufficiently into consideration – as in the drawing up of the Lisbon strategy, for instance. "There was indeed organised consultation in the context of the new 'Green Paper' on territorial cohesion," said Jacquier, "but the role of cities and urban regions in the building of Europe was passed over in silence. However the influence of cities is increasing and they can be seen as capable of regulating urban development and thus of contributing further to a sustainable economic revival."    

· DISCUSSION

To questions from CHANTAL DUCHENE, director-general of the GART transport authorities group, and THIERRY BAERT, studies director at the Greater Lille Town Planning Agency, on how to go about enhancing cities' influence on European institutions and social cohesion strategies, Claude Jacquier foregrounded the role of networks and lobbies which, he said, inevitably impact on decision making. The European parliament elections next June may be an opportunity for better organisation of this positive lobbying. 

> WHAT STRATEGIES FOR EUROPE'S CITIES?

For JEAN HAËNTJENS, director of the St Nazaire Region Agency for Sustainable Development and author of a recent book on the subject,
 "Coming up with a strategy for cities is impossible without including the notion of sustainable development, for which there are currently two main approaches: that of an 'ideal, virtuous city' of the 'eco-city' or 'eco-neighbourhood' type, and the more 'historical', sustainability-oriented one which this speaker prefers. Today's city is characterised by tensions between places and flows – between influence, the quest for excellence, the acquisition of added value, and a city which, among other things, is 'accessible to all'. Only 30% of families say they want to bring up their children in this 'tensed up' city. What is more, almost a third of Europe's cities are shrinking economically and demographically, especially those in England and Eastern Europe. The EU's 'reparations' policies swing into action whenever imbalances affect cities' competitiveness, but are such policies really effective?"


Given these challenges, European cities implement various strategic approaches. The underlying principles are often the same, but the strategies themselves diverge, the result being: 

· sector-based policies leading to the application of broader strategies, as in the case of trams in Nantes, public spaces in Barcelona, and the lighting programmes in St Nazaire and Lyon. 
· overall approaches aimed at gradual achievement of specific goals: university policies, reclamation of port areas, housing diversification, etc.

The results of these approaches have still to be evaluated. For the moment Europe accounts for 13 of the world's 20 best-developed cities,
 but in twenty or thirty years this may have ceased to be the case. Whence the importance of these strategic approaches.
 Here the issue of metropolitan governance emerges very clearly, and Jean Haëntjens stressed that it can take different forms: the impetus for a strategic plan coming from architects in Barcelona, real trade-union involvement in Copenhagen, a public-public partnership upstream of a strategic partnership with the private sector in Bilbao, etc. But whatever the case, such governance remains vital to internal consistency.  

· URBAN STRATEGY IN BREDA, HOLLAND: A TEXTBOOK CASE?

PETER VAN SCHIE, an urbanist working in Breda, used his contribution to emphasise the notion of sustainable quality, which has permeated municipal strategy there for several years now. The main characteristics of this city of 170,000 people north of Rotterdam – on the fringe of the Randstat, but linked to Holland's major cities by a dense motorway and rail network – are a low level of urban polarisation and a strong relationship with the surrounding countryside. The basic principles of Breda's master plan foreground this special relationship with the environment and the landscape, the networking of the city as an asset for economic development, flexibility and pragmatism, and the implementation of cooperative ventures and strategic alliances.


Breda's urban projects have three qualitative goals, Peter van Schie explained: "being CO²-neutral", improved accessibility and promotion of balanced "3P" – profit/people/planet – urban development, a notion explicitly based on the three pillars of sustainable development. There is significant stress on development of rapid rail links, notably the Antwerp-Rotterdam high speed train, as an aid to networking the local economy and reducing car use. 


Even so, Breda's current prospects are subject to qualification, with a number of issues already under consideration: ageing of the population; appropriate choices regarding the urbanisation of a territory rich in real-estate possibilities; the looming threat of flooding posed by global warming in a city – not the only one in Holland – situated below sea level; and above all, the fact that development of certain neighbourhoods, especially those on former farmland, will certainly be slowed by the economic crisis. On a housing market where the new is traditionally less prized than the old, Breda has set out to draw the right conclusions from the growth drop that in Holland looks like lasting until 2013; and various trade-offs are likely to take place soon in this respect.  

· DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

MIREILLE FERRI, vice-president of the Ile-de-France Region, of the IAU-IdF, and of the FNAU, wondered about the "neighbourhood over-specialisation" she sensed in the Breda projects. Peter van Schie indicated by way of reply that the new developments involved one third business parks, one third office areas and one third sites spread across the city as a whole.


Rounding off the day, MIREILLE FERRI stressed the usefulness of re-examining the European city and its functioning. She mentioned in particular the need to share the diagnoses reached and the solutions suggested – especially in environmental terms – so as to get in-depth feedback from the cities concerned. "The city," she said, "is the place for close contact and interchange, the social locus par excellence. However, she went on, it is a shame that political projects are shaped outside the city itself – which is where the action is, after all – and that insufficient attention is given to new thinking about urban and social functioning, the way exchanges are managed in the city and the way people live together there. On the subject of the "sustainable city" she observed that "raising the issue of the 21st-century city, the European city and the model of the latter is to talk about a project for social change."  


She added that the future place of cities in both public policy and projects for social change needs to be reassessed. The question of means of regulation and the necessary tools also arises here, she said, illustrating her point of view with the Ile-de-France's "new urban neighbourhoods": "sustainable" neighbourhoods in economic, social and environmental terms, and designed to fit with the existing setting. This kind of initiative "raises the question of the link between the city as already built and the city to come."
 Mireille Ferri concluded with a reminder of the impact of the current crisis on the implementation of urban projects which, despite the drive of local actors, are often abandoned for lack of finance.


In closing MARCEL BELLIOT thanked all the participants, and the IAU-IdF for its warm welcome. He pointed out that over the coming weeks the papers and discussions would make a real contribution to the preparation of the Nancy congress and of its introductory document, to be published next September in conjunction with Techni.Cités magazine.
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